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Imprisoned 
U.S.  pastor 
Brunson 
free  at  last 

AUAQA.  nirlwv  (8P  and  lo¬ 
cal  rapoils)  —  PMor  Andrew 
Bnmm  met  -  _ 

with  UJS.  Free- 
klent  Donald 
Tramp  in  Tbe 
White  Houce 


for  m.'  Barren  Duka.  MTSBC 
aMcutive  direcfor.  told  Bapliil 
Pleea.  “We  freed  to  be  doing 
alree  can  to  reach  rrara 
paopli  for  Christ  aiKj  ba 
mote  aggreasive  in  leaching 
the  losi  arrd  making  daciplaa. 
This  a  a  taaty  easy  vran  to 
ramp  up  that  amphastt*  The 
annual  masting,  known  in 
Moftana  as  'Rskaah.*  took 
place  Oct  4-6  at  Big  Sky  Fel- 
fowehip  in  Hafona. 


Inaedby'iw- 
iah  authori¬ 
ties  after  two 
yean’ 


GETTING  READY  —  Mississippi  Baptist  Oisastar  Ralial  Task  Force  uoluntaars  from  Beldon  Church. 
Baklan,  in  Lea  Association  prapars  for  anothar  day  of  sarvica  for  tha  Lord  on  bahair  of  victims  of 
Hurricsno  Michaal  in  tha  Albariy,  Oa.,  araa.  Manibert  of  the  Beldan  Church  chain  saw  crswr  inctudad 
(from  laft)  Crag  Mason.  Donald  Yforthey.  Barry  Flanagaa  Gary  Mark.  Sammy  Qraaa  and  Richard  Gar- 
ran.  (PhoM  by  Shana  McGivnay) 


have  Im  to  Ufe  imprisotanent. 

Bnisson,  who  nad  minis¬ 
tered  in  Tuihey  for  20  years, 
was  swept  up  in  a  mass  ar¬ 
rest  campaign  after  a  2016 
£iiled  coup  and  accused  of 
coOabonPum  with  linalhn 
maunsMa.  Li  a  nwah  friti- 
daed  trial  dtat  indtided  ae- 
ctet  witneaaes  who  teatified 
againat  him,  Bnmaon  was 
sentenced  to  over  three  yean 
Imudanniiii  111 

TMI  North  Cartdina  na¬ 
tive  ii  an  ordained  minister 
of  the  Bvaiif  elica]  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Chnrdt 

Russell  Ifoore,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Ethics  It  Religious  Liberty 
Commissioii  m  Nashville, 
said  t^  rdeaae  is  an  answer 
to  prayer. 


Hurricanes  ^plete  DR  funding 


Oct.  10  and  Tt. 


and  a  baktr  appoaad  ID  ho- 
moewiuel  mert^ie.  Physician* 
KaUm  Jachimowicz  Cflsd 
hat  ChnMiPtilv  in  refusirq  to 
(ntofant  an  snarautanna  fairdi 
oartrol  davica  in  a  psbara 
In  Norwytlllha  Unilsd 
Kingdoni  Oefanan  bakars 
Amy  and  Danal  McArthur 


Bivocational 
Ministries  Meeting 

Montiay,  October  29>  2018 
3t00-4t30  pan. 
Skyroom  |  Beptbl  Bnilding 

CmUKt  Gftg  Barker  m  601-292-3307 
ftr  nmt  U^rnuttitH. 


IBOrr  HONORED  FOR 

*  SI  YEARS  OF  SERVICE 

BIRMINGHAM.  At  (BP) - 
.  Friands.  (bmiy.  mi  iraranry 
colBaguaa  of  Miisiadppi 
I  Cdfogs  gradusta  Bob  Ibrry 

*  galhsiad  to  calabrsta  his  90 
S''Voan  in  state  Oeptisi  new* 

paper  work  and  23  ynets  as 
edhor  of  The  Alafaama  Bap- 
tM.  Holding  a  oommsnde- 
tion  from  Alebeme  Governor 
Kay  hay.  Iwry  said.  Tm  vary 
humUad  to  bt  sOKMing'in 
tNs  placa.  rvs  triad  to  ba  a 
good  and  tsShfut  aarvata  to 
God  and  to  BapdRa.  Thank 
you  for  the  prkilags  and  tha 
opportunitv.*  Iktryt  who  aho 


PASTOR/LEADERSHIR 


I 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Stormy  waters 


'e  live  In  a  time  of 
‘emenjas*  chutcbet,'^ 


and  1>leiKled’  wotabis  aacvkfe^jT 
SMSome  churcbea  have  aropoed'*-  / 
p'^^'Baptiat*  from  their  names, 

^  .ana  some  now  refer  to  Suodaw 
Sdiool  not  as  Sunday  Scboolbut 
such  thiiw  as  ‘Life  Groups.* 

That  is,  if  diey  haven't  dropped 
Sunday  School  ahogetber  m 
favor  of  small  home  meetings 
during  the  week. 

*We  don’t  have  a  worship 
service  at  my  church  any  lon¬ 
ger.  We  have  an  entertainment 
hour,’  lamented  a  Mississippi 
Baptist  not  long  oga  *ffy  pa^ 
tor  doesn’t  even  bniw  his  Bible 
to  the  pulpit  on  Sunday,'  said 
a  Uisaissqipi  Baptist  feim  the 
other  side  mAe  state. ‘All  we 


^A^pteopatOomh  in  America 
ijnnih  mis  i1 
baitlm  Bpiacepal 
^Siiirch  in  AiMric^hM  oett 
Steadfast  in  its  dedrion  fn  bead 
to  cultural  pressure  in  this 
important  area  of  our  nsntual 
Ouiatian  witness. 

Since  then.  Episcopalians 
have  opened  wide  tbm  doors  to 
.virtually  anyone,  regaixfieae  of 
biblical  strictures,  claiming 
tbemsehrcs  to  be  on  “affirming 
church.*  Not  to  pick  on  Epiaco- 
pahan^  but  tbefrs  is  a  cautionaiy 
narrative  for  Southern  Baptists 
and  Uissisaippi  Baptists. 

These  are  stormy  waters  we 
are  presently  attempting  to 
Mviate.  It  would  be  easy  to 
sim^  say  dunge  is  good  —  be¬ 
cause  it  often  is  —  but  we  —r* 


Jod  Ostsan-atyle  messages.* 
(flsteen  is  a  jx^pular  TV  preacher 
and  author  mim  a  Word  of  Fahb 
badmound  in  Houston,  Texas.) 

Irs  safe  to  say  that  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  has  undergone  a 
few  ffaangfa  cm  its  2,000-year 
hfetoiy.  the  y#i3i  has  adapted 
to  drcniwksaMa;  good  and  bad. 
Bone  of  thoaa  cfaangea  turned 
out  vedLamlaonee  were  mia- 
tdtes  (to  aqr  tte  least).  Many  of 
the  good  ideas  served  a  purpose 
and  were  ntiied  after  a  very 
loim  uwfiil  life.  Many  of  tM 
baoldeas  have  come  and  gone, 
toa  Some  of  the  good  has  atutt 
around,  m  hm  some  of  the  bad 
The  potm  is  that  while  oil 
change  M  not  good,  change  ie  not 
entirdy  bad  enter.  In  aosne  of 
the  examples  above,  people  have 
taken  change  too  far  in  an  effort 
to  reapood  to  cultural  premures 
they  are  apporendy  fedin|L  Such 
cultutal  pressure  Is  not  isolated 
to  Mississippi  Baptists  or  South¬ 
ern  BaWi^ 

The  Epbemml  Ctnuch  in 
America,  for  another  example, 
dedded  a  few  years  ago  to  eon- 
done  and  openly  support  the 
elevatiem  of  minister  Eugene 
Robinsoa,  a  practicing  homo- 
sexual  wMi  a  Bwe-in  lover,  to 
lesdtbeDiooeaeofNawHmnp- 
shiie.  Maay  of  die  membgr^^ 
denonuiiatioas  of  the  wof^^^ 
Antfiesn  Cooununion,  of  v^MiJ 


mresaar  of  our  fidth  for  the 
sakeof  dian^.  Naasdy,  that 
a  loviasand  lust  God  chose  to 
reveal  Hlmsdf  throu^  Uk  Son 
Josas  Christ,  so  that  aB  who 
believe  can  he  saved  and  ciijoy 
eternal  life  with  Hhn  in  Heaven 
(John  3:16). 

There  am  manifold  ways  » 
deliver  that  simple  measags  to 
a  lost  world  The  problem  is 
that  too  many  of  us  have  gone 
too  far  afieid,  eompUcating  and 
even  adulterating  the  messa« 
in  a  ooaDpromise  to  get  people 
in  the  door. 

There's  noddng  wrong  with 
coriductii^  a  Saturday  evening 
worship  smvice,  but  it  is  wraoK 
to  ten  peopW  dime  nu^  indeed 
be  avenuee  open  to  God  other 
than  a  profession  of  feitfa  in 
Jesus  Qnist.  There's  n«**«hiy 
wrong  wkh  drums  and  dectnc 
guitars  in  church,  but  it  is  wrong 
to  say  that  sin  and  the  etettuti 
dnmnstiofi  jin  brings  arc  onl- 
moded  or  disrreffited  concepts. 

The  lists  and  the  arguments 
about  the  lists  could  go  on 
and  on.  but  one  point  wc  must 
never  forget  in  our  rush  to  con¬ 
temporise  sU  thiogs  religious.: 
Hdl  is  hot.  Heaven  is  sweet, 
and  Jesus  saves. 

Let's  make  anre  a  lost  wadd 

dear. 


Preach  the  Gospel 


A  sayoung  man,  when  I  accepted  the 
cal  to  pmtor  a  dnitcfa  I  was  both 
Xmesatod  and  tenified — etnted  to 
begindienewseasooafleadinKandserv- 
ioR  Christ’s  bride  yet  terrified  mat  I  may 
fimdtem. 

WbenitcametDwed^tasks,nwgpat- 
est  coocem  vraa  wfaedier  1  could  be  naiy 
prepeied  for  the  Sunday  metning  sermon, 
mperialiycnnaidgingiilltiieotfagteach- 
ing,  adnumattmive,  mxi  ministiyotiemed 
Asiwi  nf  tile  j'mWnfvtp 

AIthinmcoasidered,IfaltwboOyinai>- 
equate  in  mis  new  ciffiim  but  I  came  to  katn 
foot  vmant  shogetfaer  a  bad  thing. 

“For  to  God  we  ate  the  fiagtanoe  of  Chriat 
among  those  who  are  bems  saved  and 
among  tfaoae  who  are  periwimg*  the  Apoade 
Paul  vvtites  m  2  CotinmianB  2:15-17  (CSB). 
Tb  some  we  are  an  a,  jma  of  death  but  to 
others,  an  aroma  of  hfe  ieufim  to  life.  Who 
is  adequme  far  foese  thma?  ra  we  do  not 


Guest  opinion 

with  Tony  Wolfe 

begun.  What  is  k  that  I  hope  to  gsin  fiom 


market  the  word  of  God  for  profit  like  to 
maity.  On  the  ooolia^,  ww  speak  with  sincer¬ 
ity  in  Christ,  as  fiom  &)d  aim  before  God.* 
Pastor,  me  w«ek]y  privilege  of  pnaching 
God’s  Word  to  God’s  nock  is  no  small  task. 
Some  would  say  k  is  the  moat  significant, 
most  valuable  thiimyuu  do  emy  week. 
After  hours  of  stu(9uw  the  text  and  praying 
for  die  Holy  Spirit’s  dfifoenanent,  wmdom. 


and  anofonng,  God  giwm  you  the  awesome  Pastor,  perhaps  you  Aug|^  at  dn 

responAiSfyofrepresemiagHimandpte-  witfathe  same  fcrangs  of  iimuequacy 


piccKhing?  Money?  Acdann?  Admiration? 
mqieiienoe?  The  preacher  it  only  prepared 
to  stand  in  the  pulpit  when  he  sems  no  such 
earthly  reward. 

Our  only  gain  is  found  in  our  humbled 
obedienoe  to  God.  A  quote  most  com¬ 
monly  attributed  to  Nuolaus  23naendorf 
(1700-1760X  the  German  relmious  and 
social  lefoix^  and  Insbop  ottbe  Mora¬ 
vian  Church,  comes  to  mind:  “Presoh  the 
Goapd.  Die.  Be  fotgotten.* 

Also  in  verse  17,  the  aposde  offers  a 
single  guiding  thought  that  may  do  us 
aO  ROM  as  we  prepare  and  preach  every 
wedc  “as  from  God  and  betore  God.*  Is 
this  messa^  a  measaw  fiom  God?  Am  I 
preaching  It  as  n  God  Himself  is  in 

the  room  watching  and  listening? 

Pastnr,  perhaps  you  atiugi^  at  times 
with  the  same  fedings  of  inadequacy  in  the 


seiking  His  Word  before  a  puup  of  peo^ 
who  hm  mtbered  to  meet  with  Him  and  to 
hear  firm  Him. 

The  messm  of  Christ  is  a  matter  of  “life* 
and  “death,*  Fw  writes  in  vase  15.  “Who 
ie  adequate  for  these  ttangs?*  the  apoade 
asks  rhetoricslly  in  the  next  verse. 

“No  one*  is  me  appropriate  response, 
/man  from  the  calHng  of  God  in  Jesus 
Christ,  not  one  of  us  IS  educated  enough, 
(fenomic  enou^  frdthfril  enoi^  or 
etoquent  enough  to  lepresenl  God  end  re- 
preMnt  Hit  Word  eve^  wedc 
Apart  from  Cfariet,  m  pieacha  brings 
absolutely  nori^  to  the  table.  There  iino 
room  for  Doesting  or  pride  in  die  pi^pk- The 
gmvky  of  our  wnd^  task  would  oompietdy 
devMtate  us  sport  man  the  caD  of  the  heav¬ 
enly  Father,  die  redemption  of  Christ  Jeaui, 
ana  the  anoBking  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
“Profit,*  ae  Pam  indicates  in  verm  17,  k  a 
daugmousmotiwe  for  pceadnng  God’s  Wmd 
If  the  queriion  k,  *WlMt  mkbtl  grin  fiom 
pteadung  today?*  I  hawefiuiri  before  I  have 


BSptistRecord 


Esaer 

orp 


Father  and  the  anointing  of  the  Spirit  ym 
stand  in  the  pulptt  every  wedi  proclaiming 
Chikt  and  lun  crucified 

Be  eiioouiaged  When  Paul  meditates  on 
the  gravity  of  ms  preadiiiig  task,  he  comes 
to  me  oondusion  m  tbk  passage  that  on 
our  own,  none  of  us  ate 'adequate  for  these 
tfaii^*  but  you  can  fin  the  puM  every 
v>edi  in  hmnbledknpaarinnea  obedience 
to  God  when  the  meeaage  you  hove  pre- 


enoi^or  to  God  when  the  meentt  you  hove  pre¬ 
sent  God  and  re-  pared  k*fiom  God*  and  kbdngdeavered 

(edc  TxfoteGod* 


When  the  message  k  fiom  God,  He 
comiminicates  k  tfanaigii  you  to  dioae  He 
gatfaew  sid  when  die  meeiwy  is  before  God, 
He  looks  on  you,  gewher,  wdh  emOiiig  qies 
of  appeovd  and  nStmodon. 

Wdfekdfiectorqfuostor/olhirohreia- 
tkmfirAe  Southern  bcmtittsef'nxas  • 
OoiwendoamDaMas.H6oommentaru 
appears  courtety  of BaptittPr«st.EAtai 
Jorstyle. 
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October  18. 20li  TMBAPinrKKOtD 


Don't  give  up  Old  Testament,  lecturer  exhorts 


in  i860.  The  kte  evu-  tnie 


in  anthro] 


oently  when  he  preached 
that  Christians  should 
'unhitch'  themselves 
from  the  Old  Testament. 

'Jesus’  new  covenant. 
His.  comuint  with  ^  na- 
bona,  Hb  covenant  wim 


ture,  but  that  shouldn't  mean 


LOUISVIU2,  Ky.  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
ports)  —  When  the  apostles  preached 
the  Goq>el  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  used  Oh) 
Testament  texts. 

Preacheis  in  the  New  Testament  era 


ings  to  the  tabemade.  Each  of  dieae 
stories  entaib  a  narrative  oi  redemp- 
tkm  that  carries  significance  even  2,000 

years  later,  Rjdmn  said.  Approaddi^  tlie 

text  thb  wa(]r,  *the  sahatioo  God  has  ac- 
omplished  in  history  hwonys  tlie  stmy 


xelist  Buh  Graham  graduated  from 

mmm  In  «/\.aA  m  ■* - - 


loe  Miuliitf  Lectures,  named  in 
honor  of  Southern  Seminary’s  fourth 
president,  represent  one  of  the  oldest 
endowed  prewdiing  lectureships  in  the 
United  States,  second  only  to  Yale  uni¬ 
versity’s  Lyman  Beecher  Lectureship 
on  PrMchin^ 

An^  StanleY,  senior  pastor  at  North 
Point  Community  Church  in  Alpharetta, 
Ga..  rntard  #v»hmiw«  pik. 


nn  cov^OBDi  wiin  STANI.EY 
U8,  can  stand  on  its  own 
two  nail'^carred  resurrection  feet  It 
does  DO*  need  proppiiig  up  by  the  Jew¬ 
ish  scr^itures,  Stanley  was  reported  to 
have  said. 

R]dKn,  who  did  not  refer  to  Stan- 
Wa  comments,  laid  foundations  for 
hb  lectures  by  enumerating  31  reasons 
to  preach  and  teach  from  the  Old  Terta- 

»udi  as, 

of  God;'  interpretive  obaervations  such 
as  *the  Old  Testament  b  Christ’s  method 
of  preaching  the  Gospel;*  and  historical 
precedent  such  as  preaching  (3irbt  from 
the  Old  Testament  as  'strong  vindicat¬ 
ed  the  hbtoiy  of  the  cfaura.’ 

Tne  31  reasons  are  not  exhaustive, 
Ryken  said,  but  are  meant  to  encour¬ 
age  curioa^  and  excitement  about 
preaching  Cluia  fijui  the  Old  TeaU- 
ment  Scriptures. 

Ryken  moved  from  foundations  into 
an  exposition  oi  Exodus  1:22-2:10-,  tte 
passau  that  deUfls  the  birth  of  Moees 
and  hb  mother  sending  him  in  ■  basket 
into  the  Nile  River.  Prom  the  passage, 
Ryken  obaerved  that  God  worlu  in  hu¬ 
man  history,  that  He  b  overcoming 
evil  and  that  Hb  work  culminates  in 
Jeaus  Christ. 

He  noted  patalleb  between  Moaee' 
■tofv  and  the  birth  of  Jesus,  anodier 
Jewish  baby  who  fled  a  murdooua  kii« 
and  grew  up  to  reaene  Hb  people. 

Ryken  traced  the  theme  of  aalvatioa 


- ^Exraknewthe 

Sa^itine  lydl.  he  abo  ajp^M  it  to  hb 

to  teacE  the  Bible  to  the  peo^  of  Inad 
that  emerged  from  hb  personal  devotion 
to  God's  word. 

Thb  same  kind  of  conviction  ahmild 
motivate  seminary  students  preparing 
for  ministry,  Ryken  said. 

*What  h^  you  set  your  heart  on?*  he 
asked.  *rm  sure  your  conuniunent  when 
you  started  to  study  here  was  to  under¬ 
stand  as  much  about  the  Scriptures  as 
you  could.  What  about  your  commit¬ 
ment  to  growing  in  petsmial  holineas 
—  was  that  right  up  to  the  level  of  your 
commhment  to  studying  biblical  truth? 
Are  jou  still  leaning  into  it  and  are  you 
stiO  intent  to  grow  m  the  Christian  ufe? 
Are  you  nurturing  throi^b  prayer  a  de¬ 
sire  to  serve  others  thixx^  what  you’re 
leam^  through  God’s  W^?* 

It  b  danger^  to  undostand  bfiili- 
cal  truth  wnhout  experienciiig  it,  Ryken 
said,  commenting  that  seminary  stu¬ 
dents  usually  are  ambitious  to  under¬ 
stand  theology  and  doctrine  on  a  deep¬ 
er  level,  but  meir  personal  growth  and 


peraonal  growth  aM 


me  MU  saa  to  Uod  a  psaaepce  wilfa  Hk 
people  during  their  wfidemeea  wander- 


He  encoura^  students  to  lean  into 
their  prayer  lives  and  to  nurture  a  de¬ 
sire  to  serve  others  through  what  they 
are  learning  in  daaa. 

To  know  God  in  a  Ubiical  tense,  Ryken 
said,  believers  must  trust,  obey,  and  be 
like  Him.  *A  seminary  like  thb  b  one  of 
the  moet  dangerous  places  in  the  world 
to  be,*  he  said  *becaiise  of  toe  account¬ 
ability  you  win  have  for  what  you  are 
learning  from  (Sod’s  Word.  If  all  you’re 
doii^  b  taking  [information]  in  without 
putting  it  into  practice  or  sharing  fr  with 
others,  it’s  uing  to  be  unhmltoy.  W^ 
Exra  descrlMs  Mre  b  the  heahfay  life  for 
a  seminary  student.* 

Ryken  abo  highlighted  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  praetical  appUcatfon  in  ser^ 
mont,  which  b  a  natural  extension  of 
thb  personal  application.  The  Puritans, 
be  pointed  out,  spent  half  of  their  ser¬ 
mon  on  appiicatioa;  they  didn't  lust 
teach  OD  doctrine,  but  abo  its  *000*  in 
da&life. 

IwofB  tliould  work  as  hard  00  apirii- 
catkm  as  they  do  op  eipoeitioo,  Ryken 
said. 'Different  people  in  a  oopgregiition 
need  God’s  tmUi  in  diffcreia  wqra,  de- 
pendiiig  on  who  they  are  and  dependiiig 
on  toev  life’s  dmmMtances.*  be  saidC 


TESTAMENT  TALK  —  Philip  Rykan.  prssictem  of  Whaalon  CoMepa  in 
Whaalon.  It.  prasantad  the  annual  E.Y.  Mullins  Lacturas  00  Christian  Piaaching  at 
Southern  Seminary,,  His  four  lacturas  addrassad  the  foundations  for  and  applica¬ 
tions  of  preaching  Jasus  Christ  from  the  Ofd  Tascamant  (BP  photo  courtesy  of 
Southern  Seminary) 


recounting  that  be  Ukes  to  pray  before 
preaching  that  toe  Htfiy  S^it  would  use 
toe  sermon  in  unique  ways  for  each  per- 
t(»  ill  hb  oonoregation. 

Thb  Und  of  application  abo  b  appar¬ 
ent  in  the  Pauline  epistles,  Ryken  said, 
describing  the  apo^  Paul’s  exborta- 
tfoas  at  specific,  deal^  not  only  with 
behavior,  out  instead  into  deeper  moti- 
vationa,  dedree  and  matters  of  the  heart. 

‘Paul  doesn’t  iuat  tell  you,  'Do  thb; 
don't  do  that,’  whidi  b  pretw  easy  to 
bO  into  as  a  preacher,  ifyken  said. 
The  Gospel  doesn’t  tell  us  to  do  a  bet¬ 
ter  ^ob  so  that  we  can  measure  up  more 
doaely  to  God’s  standards.  The  Gospel 
assumes  that  we  don’t  measure  up  to 
those  standards,  which  b  why  we  need 
God’s  grace. 

‘'Die  law  says,  ‘Do  thb  and  you  will 
Uve.’  The  Go^l  prooounces  a  resur- 
rectioQ  word  to  ua  and  uys,  ‘Live!'  and 
then  toe  Scripture  says,  'tkm,  do  thb’  as 
a  wi^  of  living  out  toe  life  tom  God  has 
put  into  us  by  toe  reaurrectian  poiver  of 
toeHo^SpWt* 

Exras  ambition  ultimately  reaches 
its  fiilfillineiit  in  toe  New  Covenant  era, 
Ryken  said,  in  vmich  preachers  a 


Ryfan  said,  in  vmich  preadiers  have  a 
fiuLkuowledge  of  God’s  redemptive  pur- 
poees  and  can  teach  toe  full  revelation  of 
toe  Gospel  of  Jeeue  Christ  Esra  would 
have  gh^ 'anytoiiig  and  everytoii^' to 
know  toe  oompletioQ  of  OMfs  plan  and 
to  teach  not  rules  and  statutes  hot 


1^  Gospel  and  mce,  Ryken  said.  Yet 
the  meeiw  of  feimfiil  reouun 

toe  same:  personal  application  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  to  the  preacher's  soul  before  pubuc 
application  of  Scripture  in  the  lives  of 
toe  ooKicgation. 

"God  atm  to  do  a  work  in  us  before 
He  can  use  ua  to  do  Hb  work  in  othos  ’ 
Ryken  said.  ‘And  that’s  not  a  ooe-and- 
doD^  either,  b’s  not  as  if  you  stmly  for 
awhile,  toen  apply  k,  then  teach.  You’re 
continuing  to  study  the  Word  of  (Joto 
you’re  continuing  to  strive  after  new 
ohedieiiw  and  new  areas  of  repentaiKe. 
So  there’s  continuously  a  fruit  of  God’s 
work  in  your  life  to  share  with  others.* 

As  for  public  application,  pastors 
ne^  to  remember  toe  Gospel,  Ryken 
'  said.  They  shouldn't  give  people  a  ibt 
of  right  and  wroi^  out  instead  call 
them  to  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  Father. 

"When  w’re  talking  about  applying 
God’s  truth,  we’re  not  just  giving  people 
a  To-do’  list,*  Ryken  said. 

*We  are  actiiidlv  lielpiiw  them  come 
to  a  deeper  knovdedge  of  God,  and  a 
knowledge  of  God  in  a  comptdieiiaive 
way  -  not  juft  knowing  about  God,  but  a 
penooal  knowledBc  and  encounter  with 
toe  Uving  God  for  Ufe  and  eternity.* 

Edfror’s  note;  Audio  and  video  cf  the 
MidHiu  Lectures  w3l  be  avtdiable  an- 
Une  at  equip  jbtSMhi. 
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Af^  month*  ago,  I  bad  preached 
in  one  of  our  churches  on 
Sunday  morning  and  after  the 
service  was  standing  ajt>und  talking 
to  folks  about  the  service  and  about 
their  church.  A  lady  who  was  in  the 
circle  of  conversation  apologetically 
said  to  me  that  she  was  sorry  that 
she  and  her  husband  were  late  get¬ 
ting  to  the  service.  I  had  not  thought 
anything  about  it  and  said  that  was 
fine  anal  was  j^d  they  got  there.  She 
said,  *you  probably  saw  us  come  in.’ 

I  said,  *I  did,  but  it  didn't  bother  me.* 
Obviously,  it  had  bothered  her. 

Her  husband,  who  was  not  there 
talking  with  us,  had  contributed  to 
them  being  late  so  she  wasn’t  happy 
about  that.  The  conversation  mcnr^ 
on,  except  she  said  to  me  and  the 
group  that  was  there,  ’I’ve  learned  to 
pick  my  gripes.*  She  was  indicating 
that  the  one  she  had  lust  expressed 
needed  to  be  released!  She  even 
indicated  that  she  had  narrowed  her 
gripes  down  to  about  two  or  three  a 
day.  I  doubt  that,  in  any  way,  she  is 
abnormal.  She  may  be  abnormal  In 
choosing  only  two  or  three  gripes  a 
day,  but  it  would  do  all  of  us  ^xid  to 
stop  and  think  about  bow  much  we 
do  complain,  gripe,  and  fuss  about 
life.  We  wouldprobably  all  do  well  to 
tamp  down  the  complaints  we  have 
and  learn  to  pick  our  gripes  more 


Pick  Your  Gripes 

your  breath,  fussing  and  is  saying  that  it's  okay  for  people  to 
tg,  griping  about  everything  smoke  a  pipe,  but  he  in  his  twen- 


The  Bible  talks  about  complaining 
and  griping.  The  word  in  Old  English 
that  comes  up  most  often  is  the  word, 
murmuring,  in  i  Corinthians  io:iO 
the  Bible  says,  ‘Neither  murmur  ye, 
as  some  of  them  also  murmured,  and 
were  destroyed  of  the  destroyer.''  Talk 
about  an  example  of  you  don’t  need 
to  go  tune,  or  m  aie«Bd  and  mur¬ 


mur  under  your  breath,  fussing  and 
complaining,  griping  about  everything 
that  comes  up.  listen  as  the  Apostle 
Paul  writes  to  the  church  in  Philippi 
and  says,  *Do  all  things  tvithout 
murmurings  and  disputii^...*  (PfaiL 
2:t4).  What  a  good  word  for  every  one 
of  us.  Maidx  roe  goal  is  for  us  to  Ut 
down  not  to  two  or  three  gripes.  Zero 
would  be  a  good  place  to  be.  Does  that 
mean  that  we're  not  to  have  opinions 
about  things?  No,  not  at  all.  Does 
that  mean  we  cant  enress  oursdve* 
to  others?  No,  gripe  aU  you  want  I 
suppose,  but  I  wmild  point  out  two  or 
thm  things  that  might  be  bdpfiil  to 
me  and  to  you. 

Many  or  you  may  know  who  Coach 
Lou  Holtx  is  —  the  great  old  football 
coach  vfoo  is  now  retired  but  still  on 
television  from  time  to  time.  He  tells 
about  his  wife  complaining  about 
him  smoking  a  pipe.  This  In  no  way 


is  that  if  you  are  goin^  to  pick  out 
one  or  two  or  thiw  tfau^  to  gripe 
about  in  other  people,  they  may  find 
twice  that  many  to  gnpe  about  you. 
Everybody  seems  to  have  the  gm  of 
‘gripy-ness*  finm  time  to  time,  so  as 
you  start  expressing  your  complaints, 
murmuri^  and  gnpes,  iust  realize 
those  actions  may  come  back  to  lute 
you.  Maybe  a  better  thing  to  do  is 
just  to  think  about  what  we  can  do  to 
(bange  the  way  we  look  at  things,  the 
way  we  respond  to  things,  the  way  we 
act  and  react  to  things,  and  the  way 
we  complain  and  gripe  or  not. 

One  of  the  essentials  is  die  redeem¬ 
ing  power  of  Christ  to  change  our 
thou^t  life.  PhOippians  2:5  says,  'Let 
this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in 
Christ  Jesus.*  What  would  happen  if 
we  think  like  Jesus?  In  Romans  12:2, 
Paul  says,  ‘And  be  not  conformed  to 


ties  was  given  a  pipe  by  his  wife.  For 
some  special  occasion  m  their  life 
together,  she  uve  him  the  gift  of  a 
fimi  pipe.  He  began  to  use  it.  As  tfane 
went  on,  it  became  one  of  her  gripes. 
She  kiipt  telling  him  that  he  neeoM 
to  quit  smoking  the  pipe.  Finally,  Lon 
Hem  told  his  wife,  ‘nfott  gave  me  the 
Mpe.  It’s  one  of  the  few  vices  I  have.* 
Everybody  ha*  fenhs  and  feilures 
and  mqrbe  a  vice.  He  told  her,  *I  do 
not  cuas.  I  do  not  drink.  I  do  not  run 
around  with  other  women.  Now,  you 

Sve  me  the  pipe.  If  you  want  to  swap 
It  vice  out  for  one  of  these  others, 
just  let  me  know  and  well  try  to  work 
out  some  deal*  That  was  not  what  she 
«va*  wanting  to  do,  but  be  somewhat 
made  hi*  point  though  it  may  not 
have  regimred  fiilly  with  her. 

The  ^er  point  that  I  would  make 


of  letting  oil  those  old  thoughts  reside 
and  conBnue  to  fume  and  percolate, 
let  your  mind  be  renewed  in  Christ. 

I  hove  liters^  seen  in  people's 
lives  that  transformiiw  power  of 
Christ  bring  new  thinBim  and  even 
HU  mind  entering  their  hiring.  Some¬ 
time*  when  we  are  moved  to  complain 
and  gripe  or  when  we've  moved  b^ 
yono^tbat  into  bitternee*  and  even  an¬ 
ger,  we're  far,  far  better  off  if  instead 
we  move  toward  *better-ness*  rather 
than  bitterness.  For  all  of  us,  how 
much  better  off  would  we  be  and  will 
we  be  if  we  don’t  iust  pick  our  gripes 
but  choose  to  pidi  up  our  ralpes  and 
dUpoae  of  them  and  do  without  them. 
Goa  bless  each  of  us  to  do  so. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
directiotu^mbcbjtrg. 


■BiB-L.  iOCijP  H 


Search  opens  for  Rainer  successor  at  LifeWay 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  -Hw  Ufe- 
Way  Christiaii  Resources  presi- 
deitfial  search  oommittee  u  cur¬ 
rently  accepting  nominatioas 
{w  a  successor  to  retiring  presi¬ 
dent  and  chief  executive  officer 
Thom  Rainer,  committee  dtair- 
man  Kent  Da^  announced. 

The  seandi  ootnmittee  met 
in  late  September  to  develop  a 
procaas  for  the  seatdi,  Dacus 
reported.  The  committee,  vtiiicfa 
is  accept!^,  nomipations  at 


RAMER  OACU8 


UfeWayCEO^carterbaldwin. 
com,  wffl  work  with  the  execu¬ 
tive  seatdi  firm  CarterBaldwin 


to  identify  potentid  candidates. 

Dacus,  vice  president  of  stu¬ 
dent  services  at  CaHfomia  Bap¬ 
tist  University  in  Riverside  a^ 
member  of  The  Grove  Com¬ 
munity  Church  in  Riverside, 
as  committee  chairman  asked 
Southern  Baptists  to  continue 
to  pray  tor  the  commhtee  as 
they  seek  Gotfs  guidance  in 
choosing  LifeWa/s  next  leader. 
*We  do  not  take  our  task  ligbt- 
ly,’  Dacus  said.  ‘R  is  a  tremen¬ 


dous  responsibility  God  and  the 
trustee  noard  have  placed  mi 
the  seatdi  committee. 

*We  are  seddng  God’s  wis¬ 
dom  and  direction  as  we  lodi 
for  an  individual  who  will  lead 
LifeWay  into  the  future.  We 
would  aak  Southern  Baptists  to 
pay  tor  the' committee  as  wdl 
as  for  the  inffividual  whom  God 
has  prepared  to  lead  LifeWay.' 

Rainer  announced 
27  that  be  plans  to  retire  m 


the  coming  year  after  13 
years  of  leading  the  Nash- 
vUle-based  Sou&m  Baptist 
Convention  entity  previously 
known  as  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board. 

A  seven-persmi  search  com¬ 
mittee  was  named  to  discover 
LifeWay’s  next  leader  during 
their  Aug.  27-28  trustee  meet¬ 
ing  in  Nashville.  No  Mississiimi 
Baptist  trustees  were  named  to 
the  aeardi  committee. 


ON  THE  HK3H  COUNT  —  Brett  Kavanaugh.  his  wife  Ashley  (second  from  right)  and  daughters 
Margaret  (Mt)  and  Uxa  (aaeond  from  left)  tooUng  on.  is  sworn  in  by  U.S.  Supremo  Court  Chief 
Justice  John  Roberts  as  tha  court's  IMth  justica.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Frad  SchiHing/Colloction 
of  tha  Suprema  Court  of  tha  Unitad  States) 

Sp.  Baptists  seek  peace  after 
bitter  Kavanaugh  confirmation 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  leadm  called  for 
pigyer  and  the  restoration  of  d- 
vQjfy  in  public  (fiscouse  in  the 
wake  of  the  highly  divisive  battle 
that  ended  wm  Brett  Kavana- 
ugh's  narrow  coofirmatioa  aa  an 
associate  jiMtice  on  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Coioit 

'Now  that  the  oonfirmatiou 
prooesB  ia  over,  we  must  pray 
tor  healing  for  our  countn  af¬ 
ter  a  time  of  tudi  dbriafoo.  said 
RuaaeD  Moore,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptirt  Etfaks  ft  Ra- 
ImiouB  Uberty  Cammiation 
(£RLC)  in  Nashville, 'and  for  the 
futureoftheSiqirameOourtes- 
pedalfy  in  the  areas  of  reUipous 
heedom  and  human  dignity.' 

Evan  Lenow,  asmciste  pro- 
feasor  of  ethics  at  Soutliwerteni 
Seminary  in  FL  Worth,  noted, 
'During  these  rary  contentious 
days,  it  is  imporrani  fcr  os  to 
heed  [te  Apostle]  PauTs  words 
to  Tlmolliy  in  1  Tlmotliy  a:i-a 
where  he  urges  Urn  to  pray  for 
an  people,  emedalfy  Uiose  in 
autnofily,  so  that  we  may  lead  a 
tranqidl  and  quiet  life  in  aB  god- 
UnsH  and  dignity.' 


'I  hope  that  we  do  not  foraet 
the  fimu  part  of  this  admooitioa 
—  to  live  ni  BodiinesB  and  digni¬ 
ty,'  Lenow,  director  of  the  semi¬ 
nary’s  Land  Center  for  CuRural 
Engagement,  nk)  in  written 
comments  to  Baptist  Press  (BP). 

“While  much  of  the  poKtical 
discoaise  of  our  day  is  rancor¬ 
ous,  we  need  to  lesnember  that 
we  should  be  dignified  and  gra¬ 
cious  with  aO  people,  espeoalfy 
those  with  wfacan  we  disi^pte^ 
he  stressed. 

Dvdd  McKinley,  pastor- 
teacher  at  Warren  Chura  in 
Augusta,  Ga.,  and  a  periodic  ool- 
umnfet  in  BeptiM  neee,  noted, 
“He  bee  been  confirmed  and  it 
is  time  to  move  ahead.  I  pray  he 
serves  our  nation  wcB. 

'Aa  beiieven  we  know  this 
battle  ii  only  a  reminder  of  our 
need  to  pray  for  the  repentance, 
reform,  ana  reconciliation  osify 
God  can  bring  within  a  nation. 
And  we  need  to  do  aD  we  can  to 
make  peace  within  our  oommu- 
nitieA  builffing  im  fitith,  hope, 
and  love  through  the  witneae 
aial  good  works  of  our  churches 
to  tile  gfoty  of  God.' 


is 


ieatai 

tionto 


re- 


fo  propor- 


Christian  mother’s 
life  in  the  hands  of 
Pakistan  high  court 


BLAMABAO.  Pakistan  (BP)  - 

Christian  mother  Asia  Bibt  only 
offered  a  Mus¬ 
lim  ooworker  a 
drink  of  wata 
but  was  subse- 
qnently  oonvict- 
M  of  bbqdiemy 
and  sentenced 
to  death.  She 
awaits  the  result 
of  her  final  court 
app^  beard  OcL  8. 

The  ooworker  said  Mn’s 
Christianity  made  tiie  water 
ceremaoiaDy  andean,  setting 
off  a  diain  of  felae  accusations 
related  to  Bihi’s  beliefe  and 
backed  by  Muslim  derics. 

The  Supreme  Court  erf  Paki¬ 
stan  beaio  hours  of  testimony 
before  deferring  a  ruling  in  the 
case  with  no  omcial  timeline, 
according  to  news  reports, 
but  inay  render  a  decisMui  at 
anytime. 

uie  American  Center  for 
Law  and  luftice  CACU)  said 
the  delay  might  signal  good 
Jews  far  Bfin  in  a  country 
when  Chriatians  are  Incteaa 
inify  treated  viM  hostility  tty 
sooefy  and  the  justice  tyMem. 

"Gwen  the  tebgiousfy- 
efaarged  abnosphete  of  the 
oouiaty  regarduig  blasphemy 
cases,  a  is  undersbuidafaie  that 
the  court  would  avoid  announc- 
im  ha  deriskm  yesterday,  espe- 
ci^  if  it  is  in  Asia  Bibi’s  firvor,' 


The  hostile  dimate  for  I _ 

tians,  who  number  leas  than 
four  millionper^le  in  a  oounby 
of  196  miifion  people,  is  evt- 
denoed  by  ftemient  reports  of 
public,  institutional,  au  gov¬ 
ernmental  violence  against  re- 
Hgioat  minorjtfes. 

Mob  violenoe,  police  tor¬ 
ture,  rape,  and  murder  are  fre- 
queuL  the  ACLTs  European 
counterpart  told  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly  as 
recentiy  as  Augnat. 

■  Aa  of  OcL  8,  pcrfice  had 
arrested  no  one  in  the  killing 
of  a  Chifetian  father  of  four, 
Sumi  Saleon,  believed  beaten 


to  death  by  docton  and  hos- 

S'tal  staff  at  the  Government 
irvices  Institute  of  Medics] 
Sdenoes  in  Lahore,  Morning 
Star  Newt  reported. 

Saleem  W  complained 
triien  a  doctor  refused  to  treat 
hia  pregnant  sister  who  was  la¬ 
boring  to  rive  birth  March  26. 

■  Musnms  have  repeatedly 
attempted  to  destroy  with  a 
crane  SL  Matthew’s  Catholic 
Church  in  Loyyab,  assaulting 
church  members  with  didis 
and  other  weapems.  Days  in  ad¬ 
vance  erf  a  19  hearing  In 
the  case,  about  60  Muslims  as- 
aauRad  Christians  at  the  church 
that  was  bufit  by  parishioaers, 
ACL)  reported  Sept  7. 

The  mob  ocmbnuMl  to  beat 
Christians  as  they  fled  to  their 
homes.  In  such  cases  police 
typically  refuse  to  intervene 
but  instead  teU  Christians  to 
flee  the  violenoe,  according  to 
news  reports. 

■  Christians  are  living  in 
fear  in  Muslim  Town,  a  com- 
iftunity  with  a  large  following 
of  the  Tehreek-e-Labbaik  ra? 
ical  Muslim  party  (TLP),  after 
party  member  Rafique  Ahmed 
reportedfy  framed  a  24-year- 
old  Chririian,  Farhan  Axiz, 
for  blaajrfiemy. 

The  Christian’s  family  told 
Morning  Star  that  Anmed, 
whose  sister  was  a  Christian 
whom  Aziz  had  dated,  had  pu- 
tidpoted  in  a  scheme  to  rob 
Azix  (rf  money  and  levded 
diarges  in  August  when  Azb 
unociwted  the  ruse. 

■  In  a  vQlage  near  Fais- 
alabad,  pcrfice  hove  refused  to 
protect  Fun  Gospd  Assemblies 
Church,  World  Watdi  Moni¬ 
tor  reported  in  June.  Under 
pressure  from  village  MuaUms, 
World  Watch  said,  polioe  tor- 
bid  Chriatiaiit  to  woi^p  at  the 
duiidi  and  in  thdr  homes,  tdl- 
ing  church  leaders  thm  must 
register  with  dvQ  autnoritieB 
for  protection. 

Iw  such  provision  is  stipu¬ 
lated  in  Pakistani  law,  aocord- 
ing  to  World  Watch. 


TBe  BAmsT  Rkdrd  Oetobrr  18.2018 


5 


EDWARDS  CHURCH,  EDWARDS,  i«»ol»y  — — — — — — 

onlainad  Thomas  (Tommy)  Nawtoo  to  tha  das-  WT.  QILEAD  CHURCH,  MERIDIAN'S,  VBS  director  Dalitne 


ETHEL  CHURCH,  ETHEL,  hatd  a  dsacon  ordi-  con  mMstry.  ShOMm.  aoatad.  are  Newton  and  hb  Holloman  and  soma  of  har  VBS  wnriisrs  and  students  presantad 
nation  service  for  TraniWfiita.  Shown  amHaiph  wife  Debbie:  Monty  Montgomery,  left,  aitd  pastor  their  VBS  offering  of  $1,160  to  Delhi  Ray  for  tha  Lauderdale  As- 
Hunt.  Lina  Whits,  and  White  Jimmy  Barrantina.  right.  sociation's  Crisis  Canter. 


SCHLATER  CHURCH,  NND-DELTA  ASSOCIATION,  leoanlly 
ordairrad  Jason  Colquatt  as  dsacon.  Shown  ate  daughters  Mary 
Narwretta.  Lane.  Colquatt.  wife  Casc'ine,  and  daughter  Helen. 


The  members  of  ESCATAWPA  CHURCH, 
MOSS  POINT,  honored  pastor  Matt  Morse  and 
hit  family  for  Pastor  Appreciation  Month  and  for 
his  birth^  Oct.  7. 


SELDEN  CHURCH,  SELDEN,  reeandy  or^ 
darned  Jeffrey  Wegss  into  tha  deacon  ministry. 
Shown  are  Hasthar  VWgas.  Wages,  and  pastor 
Jim  Holoomb. 
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College  News 


Staff  Changes 


PLEASANT 
QROVE  CHURCH, 
BROOKHAVEN,  has 
called  Bobby  McKay  as 
pastor.  Ha  raceivad  his 
education  from  Blue 
Mountain  Collefle,  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  Camp- 
bellsville  University,  and 
Princeton  Theological 
Seminary.  Show  are 
McKay,  his  wife  Amy.  and 
daughters  Mary  La\^nce 
arKl  Lydia  Catherine. 


ministry.  38  of 
which  wars  at 
Grandview. 


Dan  Grafton  has  been  honored  as  MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 
Alumnus  of  the  vaar.  He  was  prasidant  of  L-3  Vertex  in  Madi¬ 
son  for  16  years.  He  earrted  his  bachelor's  degree  in  businaes 
from  the  Univorsity  of  South  Alabama  in  1974  and  his  MBA  at 
MC  in  19ti0. 

In  othsr  ColljBgs  Nsws: 

P’  Two-time  Heiaman  Trophy  winner  Archie  Griffin  wiD 
serve  as  the  keynote  sneaker  at  the  annual  Miaalaainai 


College  Dr.  Don  Phinipe  Athletics  Dinner.  The  Ohio  State 
University  fbodial]  legrad  headlines  an  annual  event  t^t’s 
raised  more  than  $2  million  to  boost  MC  sports.  The  dinner 
is  set  for  November  6  on  the  Clinton  campus.  The  program 
begins  6:30  p.m.  in  Anderson  Hall. 


HRXCREST  CHURCH, 
BYHALIA,  has  caRad  David 
G.  Shachstford  as  pastor.  Ha  is 
currsmiy  Chairman  and  Profassor 
of  the  Oapartmant  of  Now  Testa- 
mam  at  Mid-America  Saminarv. 
Memphis,  whsra  ho  has  boon 
on  facidty  for  30  yaars.  Ha  wiH 
remain  in  that  position.  Ha  and 
his  wdo  Suzia  have  four  children 
and  tws)  grandchildran. 


SPRINGFIELD  CHURCH, 
MORTON,  has  called  Jerry 
Lewis  as  pastor.  Ha  is  shown 
with  his  wife  Amsitda  and  chil- 
dran  Brooke  and  Eli. 


I.  NMeh  Is  the  only  Bus 


Just  for  the  Record 


MONT  ROSE  CHURCH,  QUrnWAN.  dadkatad 
ha  now  fslowthtp  hal  Aug.  2B.  Shown  are  buidvig 
oommittae  members  Hope  Hanington.  Rob  Rlay. 
John  Rny  Mooia.  Batty  Hanningion.  paimr  Matthew 
JohnaotL  and  mMaiar  of  music  Kil  Chanoslor. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  LAUDERDALE,  ordainod  An¬ 
drew  Hardy  to  the  deacon  minialry  Sapt  23.  Shown 
are  pastor  Richie  Davis.  Hardy,  and  Lauran  Hardy. 

In  other  Church  News: 

>  FhM  Ctiurch,  Sumral,  is  hostim  Heaven’s 
Jubilee  Quartet  Hotnecomiiw  Sing  Oct.  20, 6:31 
pjn.,  featuring  Hie  Talleys,  Heaven's  Jubilee, 
and  Kole  Johnnson. 


Seaa^ 


BETHANY 

CHURCH, 

CALHOUN 

ASSOCUTION 

held  a  param/ 
child  rladication 
Sapt.  16.  Shown 
are  the  Easley 
family,  pastor  An¬ 
thony  ^apharw. 
and  the  Faifor 
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Miss.  Baptists  to  serve  on  NOBTS  search  comm. 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  rapoita)  -  Two  Mississip¬ 
pi  Bsf^st  pastors  were  namM 
Oct.  11  by  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary  (NOBTS)  trustee  chair¬ 
man  Frank  Cox  to  serve  on  the 
11-member  presidential  search 
committee  to  replace  the  retir¬ 
ing  Chuck  KeUey. 

Bryant  Barnes,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Columbia,  and 
Gary  Sboivs,  interim  execu¬ 
tive  pastor  of  Temple  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  are  Cra’s  picks  to 
[epresent  Mississippi  Baptists 
on  the  sea^  committee. 

In  addition,  former  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  pastor  Tony 
Lambert.  cunenUy  pastor  oif 
Riverside  Church  in  Denver, 
Co.,  win  serve  as  an  alternate 
member  of  committee. 

*We  ask  that  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  pray  for  us  as  we  seek 
God’s  man  to  lead  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary  into  the  next 


'We  ask  that  Southern  Baptists  pray  for  us  as  we 
seek  God's  man  to  lead  New  Orleans  Seminary  into 
the  next  century  of  ministry  here  in  New  Orleans  and 

surroufKling  regions.' 

Frank  Cox 

Maw  Orlaana  Seminary  traatoa  chairman 


century  of  ministry  here  in 
New  Orleans  and  surrounding 
regions,’  Cox  said. 

The  NOBTS  Iqrlaws  call  for 
the  trustee  chainnan  to  ap¬ 
point  a  committee  with  ii  vot¬ 
ing  memhers  that  includes  the 
board  chairman,  the  immedi¬ 
ate  past  chairman,  one  focuhy 
member,  one  student,  and  sev¬ 
en  other  board  members. 

In  addition  to  Barnes, 
Shows,  and  Lambert,  presi¬ 
dent  search  committee  mem¬ 
bers  are: 


■  Jack  Bell,  trustee  and 
g^^f  Rrst  Church,  Hom- 

■  Frank  Cfox,  trustee  chair¬ 
man  and  pastor  of  North  Met¬ 
ro  Churdi,  Lawrenceville,  Ga. 

■  John  Foster,  trustee  and 
retired  educator.  New  Orleans. 

■  David  LeweD,  trustee 
and  pastor  of  First  Chur^ 
Millington,  Tn. 

■  Jackie  Myers,  trustee  and 
education  spedalist,  Sk^  Is¬ 
land,  U. 

■  David  Um,  trustee  and 


pastor  of  Antioch  Church, 
Cambridge,  Ma. 

■  Dan  Wilsoii,  immedi¬ 
ate  past  trustee  chairman  and 

Swor  of  biUkal  studies  at 
mia  Baptist  University 
in  Riverside. 

■  Bo  Rice,  faculty  represen¬ 
tative  and  assistant  professor 
of  evangelism  and  preaching 
and  dean  of  graduate  studies. 

■  Michad  Wang,  stu^nt 
representative  and  doctor  of 
philosophy  student. 

*I  have  (foliberately  chosen 
a  cross  section  from  our  board 
of  trustees,  seminarv  focuhy, 
and  student  bodjr  which  repre¬ 
sents  our  diversity  in  our  eth- 
nichy  as  well  as  demomphi- 
cally,*  Cox  said.  ‘Ea^  one 
chom  brings  a  wealth  of  ex¬ 
perience  that  will  strengthen 
th^roccas.* 

Ine  NOBTS  board  of  trustees 
approved  a  bylaw  amendinent 


at  theb  Oct  3  meeting  diat 
added  two  trustee  ahemates. 
The  ahemates  wQl  attend  all 
the  meetiim  but  will  not  have 
a  vote  unlM  another  seardi 
committee  member  withdraws 
from  the  committee. 

If  a  search  committee  mem¬ 
ber  vdthdraws,  Cox  will  ap¬ 
point  one  of  the  ahemates  to 
serve  as  a  voting  member.  The 
other  ahemate  in  addition 
to  Lambert  is  Wa^n  Bailey, 
paytor  of  First  Cnurch,  Cov- 
m^n.  La. 

The  search  commitfee  will 
begin  formal  meetings  in  No¬ 
vember.  After  the  initial  meet¬ 
ing  the  committee  will  rdease 
a  Ust  of  qualifications  for  the 
t)rpe  of  leader  tl^  are  seeking 
and  will  establiso  an  avenue 
by  vdiidi  Southern  Baptists 
can  recommend  qualified  in¬ 
dividuals  for  consideration, 
Cox  said. 


HURRICANES 

com.  from  p.  I 

beginning  of  next  wed:  in  Albaiw, 
Ga.,  where  Michael  catsed  signin- 
cant  damage  as  it  moved  inland 
and  then  b^  out  to  sea.  He  also 
estimated  volunteers  win  be  in  the 
atea  through  at  least  November  of 
dusyear. 

‘We  have  250  work  orders  so 
far  for  chain  saw  crews  and  de¬ 
bris  removal  in  this  two-county 
area  alone,’  he  said.  “There  was 
no  flooding  but  the  need  for 
chain  saw  aixl  debris  removal 
teams  is  grat.’ 

An  incident  command  cen¬ 
ter  has  been  estabiuhed  at  First 
Church,  Albany,  to  diqntch  die 
(hain  saw  and  debris  removal 
teams.  Even  though  the  church 
sustained  roof  and  oeiliiK  dam- 
a^  it  has  cnened  its  IMen  fo- 
cuitin  to  relief  Morkers  for  humk 
feeding  service  and  a  Misdssippi 
crew  is  staffing  that  operalkaL 

Disaster  raief  volunteeis  are 
also  sleeping  in  the  church's 
Sunday  Semool  rtxxns,  Mc- 
Givn^  noted 

‘Rrnit  now  we  have  MiasiB- 
.sippi  Baptist  disaster  relief  volun¬ 
teers  over  here  from  Rqtley  in  the 
for  north  of  the  stale  to  the  Guif 
(hast  in  the  soudL’ be  said 

MoGivnm  exjrfained  that  tax- 
deductible  foian^  gdb  are  most 
effective  because: 

■  Precisely  what  is  needed 
when  it  is  needed  may  be  pur- 
ihaaed  to  support  operatkxiB  our- 
■^lesponse  and  recovery  as  weD 
as  ehmmate  problems  of  oiAdated 
and  urweeded  items. 

■  Handling,  stoting  docu¬ 
menting,  and  transpocting  finan- 

oontributionB  is  easier  and  ub- 
fewer  resources  tlxui  in-kind* 


■  Monetary  donations  help 
prevent  the  ’second  disanh  1’  of 
stockpiling  uaeless  in-kind  dou- 
tkxHL  After  every  dimeter  diere 
ate  often  tmddoadi  of  materiak 


UNDERWAY  —  (hocking  tho  squipmant  before  the 
start  of  snexher  day  of  Hurricane  Michael  debris  removal  in  the 
Albany.  Ga..  area,  are  Mieaissippi  Baptiet  Disaatar  Relief  Task  Fores 
volunteers  (from  left)  Jim  Gholaon  of  Bethel  (hurch.  WMar  VUtay. 
Billv  Stark  of  OTuckolofa  (hurch.  Water  VMay;  and  Mike  Parker  of 
Tate  Church,  (forinth.  (Photo  by  Shane  McQivney) 

^  WOT  comple^  imumble  putmanl  at  the  above  addbesa. 
mat  must  be  efistrixAed  or  re-  R-maii-  dvail^iiibcb.ofg.  Tble- 
hous^ordBpowdofnmlriw  phooa:  toft-free  oulfideJadaoo 
valuabie  tan^  effort  and  man-  (800)  748-iftn.  exL  oy.  or  ftoil 
power  awgy  from  aasiMing  dune  292-3335.  WAske:  mbdijxg 
“  .  .  Meanwhile,  Baptist  fna 

■  Nonprofo  oiganiiMions  ate  (BP)  reported  Hurricane  Mi- 

aMe  to  provide  tax-deductMe  re-  diaddami^Bd  at  least  50  South- 
cop^  to  oonotB.  ern  Baptist  chui^  buudiiia  in 

■  Pmefaasing  products  in  a  Florida  and  Ootgia  with  some 
g^g-nnparted  area  bdtes  re-  virtually  destreqe^  aooordiiig  to 
btdld  the  local  economy.  (jcXtii^  initial  estimates. 

*e«***rf  the  economy  mov-  ’If  s  like  beit«  hit  by  a  bomb 

mgmamBasterateaisakvoam-  and  your  life  is  just  enmpted, 
po^  in  die  recovery  process.  turned  upside  do^  and  you  be- 

■  Levwiging^  pre^sfobliihed  gin  to  try  to  put  the  pieces  bade 

rekfipodnps  ad  making  whole-  toge^,’  s&  Dw^tWooefe, 
aale/fatilk  putcfaises  alovre  vol-  pastor  of  200-ineinberFiin^^ 
unfoty  organiatioiis  to  putebme  God  Onitdi  in  Patama  City.  FL 
more  far  fodrinaaey.  told  BP. 

Oiecksilioujdta  ^  py-  AtPbn^ofOodClxxvii’swest 
to  the  Mfepa^  BsplM  enpug  da  faftovediip  foU  ool- 
Boyd  ana  (Veignaltd  lapsed  and  30  feet  ofdbe  sHKtu- 
to  DwMler  Rsm  00  te  memo  aiy roof wai ripped^  wide te 
then  mdted  to  MBCB  d  FjOl  chuvdb's  ead  f*— aaw 
530,  JadtaoQ,  MS  39905.  of  the  rocT  tara^  aod  modde 
to  moie  iidsiiirtiijo,  ooolact  htddnp  dnaaedL  Woods  re- 
the  MBCB  Men's  MtnistTy  De-  portedtoBF. 


FOUNDATION 

flashbackhs 

Highlights  from  the  history  of  your  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation  shared  in  the  format  of  their  original 
publication  in  The  Baptist  Record.  The  hlkrt/ir>g  arlieh  eoi 
published  on  January  15,  1970. 
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‘The  Talking  Dead’ 


By  Cmtuf  R.  Cme 


MImMooI  »«e«lil  FvwSaliM 

Did  yam  wa  krer  >  dred  pmrum 
SsBma7  De  ere  itoiddir  sl-iDch  * 
or  My  inpoMAIv?  Yvi.  dw 
Bibk  racoiaizM  Hck  lo  be  *  nalily 
•ed  *c  May  evea  fioedeje  ikal  all 
Iba  dead  rnerima  lo  qMak  m  this 
waiM.  Ve  an  Md  dM  Abet  “baas 
deed  y  ipaabalb*  (Hab.  11:4) 
Uvaa  toeabad  oe  auiaioe  iialdt  by 
Caepamive  Pnafraa  doDan  hneb 
a*ar  bvaa  aed  aun  eheim  laadMai 
aAkb  ihall  but  aabl  dM  aed  ef  liaia 
,  Tbe  kNal  karvaal  for  Iba  aaad 
wbKb  aw  amv  ■  aM  al  galbarad  m 
adMo  aw  *av  our  laai  braalb 
Wa  baar  WiUiaB  aed  CalbanM 
Beodi  oe  *a  ism  aonan  of  urn 
aiiiaa  today  EvaagaSoal  Cbnwireiiy 
laday  haan  iba  voiaa  et  Mania 
tMbai  doataaiot  “Iba  joal  iball  baa 
kyAd^Jlaavd  Liaiosiua  did  on 

AMea  vibae  ba  draw  bia  hal  baoeib. 

«Ma)w  b  band 


rely  da  oar  ewcka  foUaw  a  ado  aw-: 
eity  fm  fadoe  aa  ia  tme  ehm 
have  depanad  tbit  worU  ybyaically. 
'Cbhwiaa  nawarMip  ■  aoi  badl-' 
•d  io  wbai  ew  bries  la  fea  Iwrd'i 
Iraaaary  aa  Saaday.  ...  Wa  an  te 
aewb  laapoaaMa  lo  Ood  fat  low  aa 
laavw  aa  aatua  n  for  bow  are  Mifca  it 

Tbal  wbiab  wa  laava  wbaa  wa  die 
caaaadwilfsondifliciUllawiaTic- 
Mawa  for  CbtiM.  or  k  oaa  aaeUMM  10 
ghw  tuisslb  tad  aappon  la  ka 
work.  The  awwaidahip  of  Iba  awala 
U  M  aapoataal  n  aay  odiar  Myart  of 
ChriMiaa  uawaidAip. 

The  Miaauwpfi  Bapcwl  Foaada- 
tire  ia  a  tnaiaadoua  aarvioa  ubiriil 
Ihroosk  whteb  Chrwuaa  naooron 


Laid  down  ban  afW  wa  so  la  liva 
wiik  Hub  op  than.  The  Miiankppl 


lovoat  ia  the  work.  Pravide  far  the  fatara.  Touch  yoar  world. 

»*»;oln  IIS  US  we  celebrate  75  years  of  Mississippi  Baptlsu 
who  have  supported  Klngdoes  work  by  utilizing  the  services  of 
the  Foundation  to  fiseltltate  their  legacy  gfyf^  Come  by  and 
visit  with  the  staff  of  your  Mississippi  Foundation 

during  the  annual  meeting  of  the  MissUsIppI  Baptist 
Convention  on  October  SO,  ii  the  display  area.  You  can  also 
visit  us  at  msbaptlstfoundation.org,  call  601-192-5210  or 
e-maB  ^smdatlon^mbeh.org. 


October  IS,  30IS  TRe  BAfnsr  Kboobd 


SEEXM  A  FULL-TME  MITCII  -  KACH  U&kK  MPItSI  CHUMH 
eCTHANriM>niTCMMCK  LouMM  LOOMHO  FOR  A  FOU-TNC  PASTOR. 
MuMbi.  us  Pi  ta  WhynM  oommuniy  of  PIhh  Mod  ratuin*  by  mU  to:  AdttoR 
Sautown LaidiMto CowKy  PtoMnnl  0«*nl  1SS5  Pate  Pton  Rd.  Como.  MS 
reoino  to  oMotOabynoMany  aq  v  38S19  or  omol  momo*  kc  p|p««*Mirtl 
iMltoBo«i*nyBaMC>Hcti.4475P«ndd  gmAcom. 

Reod.M«fldtoB.>«iM301. _  MEW  PROSPECT  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 


Photograiihd  mu«  b*  submittod  dtectronicoSy  via  Mnaii,  a* 
AttecImiaiiB  in  JPEG  format.  Hard  eofry  pliotograiilw  tnaiad 
through  tho  peatai  aarviea  wM  not  ba  aecoptad.  Phoiographi 
mual  bt  daar,  ahawt.  and  weMghtad.  Photographs  must  dapict 
paopta.  No  landscapa-.  buildin(^.  or  obiacHinlv  photographs  Mil 
ba  pritRed.  Photogiapha  cortaming  inappropnata  gaatiaaa  and 
obyactiortabte  clothing  mW  not  ba  publahad.  Cal  phonli  photo- 
grapha  and  cuhtr  Iom  raaolution  Rems  that  do  not  laproduoa  vmI 
on  naMspnnt  are  ganaraly  not  pubkshabla 

There  is  no  guaranloe  that  naws  Rams  ar«d/or  photographs 
wM  bo  publishad.  artd  unaolcrtad  material  wil  not  be 
acknoMtadged  or  letumad.  AN  news  Rems  are  sub)ect  to 
editing,  and  al  photographs  are  subjoct  to  cropping.  News 
Rams  and/or  photographs  can  ba  pubkshad  one  time  only. 
Paadina  for  submitbng  news  is  one  waak  prior  to  lequastad 
publication  data.  Arbclaa  that  are  not  dataaanaRive  mW  be 
puWiehad  on  a  apace  uiuilabla  basis.  These  guidelaMS  are 
not  maant  to  bo  exhausts 

Submrt  nows  to  Tho  Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Boa  530.  Jackson. 
MS  3a20&0630  FAX:  (BOI)  292-3330.  E-mail;  bapbatrsoord* 
mbGb.org. 


The  BAmsT  Record  October  18, 2018 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  uho  is  the  \\a\,  truth,  and  life. 

simply  share  the  tiillowiiii;  prayer  yyilh  God 
in  your  oyyn  yvords: 
a  1.  Lord,  I  admit  lha'  I  need  you.  (I  haye  sinned.: 
k  /.  I  yyant  lorgiyeness  lor  my  sins 

and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.:- 
•  *-  I  helieye  |esus  died  and  rose  from  Iht- 

grave  to  forgiye  my  sins  and  to  restore 
^  my  relationship  yyilh  you. 

(I  helieye  in  lesus.p 
4.  By  faith.  I  inyile  |esus  {  hrist  into  my  life. 
From  this  lime  on.  I  yyanl/(o  liye  in  a  loying  relationship 
yyilh  Him.  ;l  ret eiye  (  hrist  as  nn  Sayior  and  Lord.) 
as  rnviwd  him,  to  them  hv  eaie  thv  riiiht  to  hetorne  i/ji/r/ren  of 
t,od,  eieri  to  thosr  who  hvliiwc  in  hi\  name.  '  '/o/iri  l:tj 
.1  ilei  ision  for  (  hrist  today.  » onl.ii  I  a  loi  al  Southern  HaplisI  i  hiiri  h 

lor  spiritual  guiilaiue. 


BRUNSON 

oonr.  tmm  p.  1 


*Tbe  president  has  rightly  prison,  as  thot 
recognised  that  economic  \e-  witfi  them,  and 
vera^  can  help  bring  positive 
chan^  for  human  limits  l  ' 
can  convey  a  ponverful  message 


and  in  the  bo^  (Hebiews  13:3).* 

_ Brunson’s  parents  in  Black 

of  srdidarity  with  oppressM  Mountain,  N.C.,  received  the 
religious  minorhi^  especially  nevra  in  a  phone  call  this  mom- 
persecuted  Christians.  In  this  in^  Renters  reported, 
case,  it  worked  and  was  help-  Praise  God!  Fm  so  exch- 
ful  in  the  release  of  an  Ameri-  edi  Oh  that’s  wonderfull’  his 
can  Christiau.*  mother  Pamela  Brunson  told 

Former  Southern  Baptist  Reuters.  *Well  we  were  at  an 
Convention  President  Ron-  ^-night  prayer  meeting  dur- 
nie  Floyd  released  an  eatiy  ing  the  trial  and  we  got  nome 
morning  statement  h.iltng  and  we  feD  asleep.  We  were  up 
Brunson’s  release.  The  se-  night.  _We’re  so  happy.* 
nior  pastor  of  Cross  Church  Tony  Perkins,  president  of 


and  a  member  m  the  United 
States  Commission  on  Inter¬ 
national  Religions  Freedom 
(USCIRF),  attended  the  bear¬ 
ing  in  Turk^,  USCIRF  said. 
Perkins  prated  the  Trump 
administration  and  *many 
others’  vrbo  advocated  for 
Brunson’s  release. 

*While  we  are  rdieved  by 
today's  dedaioa  00  Pastor 
Brunaon’s  mtinst  detention, 
we  remain  concerned  for  the 
Tiirkisb  people  because  nn- 
merous  reiigioaa  commnni- 
ties,  such  as  the  Greek  Or- 
tfaodos  community  and  the 
Alevis,  continne  to  face  rtta- 
crimination  and  restrictions 
on  registration  and  ownership 
of  property. 

*Tunmy  must  continue  to 
work  to  treat  all  of  its  citizens 
equally  and  with  respect  for 
their  religioos  fieedom,*  Per¬ 
kins  said. 

Evangelist  FTanklin  Gra¬ 
ham,  whose  Montreat, 
N.C,  bovhood  home  is  near 
Brunson  a  native  community, 
thanked  the  Thimp  adminis¬ 
tration  for  Brunson  s  release. 

‘Our  thanks  to  President 
Donald  J.  Trump  and  Vice 
President  Mike  Pence  for 
their  hard  work  on  this  issue. 
It  wouldn’t  have  happmied 
without  them,*  Graham  said 
on  Facebook.  *I  know  tlmt 
his  family  and  friends  here  in 
North  C^lina  are  anxious  to 
welcome  him  home.* 


Come  visit  with  our  staff  at  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  booth  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Pastor's  Conference  and  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
October  29-31  at  Flrat  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  MS. 

We  wHI  be  there  to  share  an  update  about  your  ministry  and  as  always,  we  wHI  serve 
punch  and  coffee  and  have  our  2018  Chriebnas  ornaments  available. 
k.  Mte  look  forwafd  to  vititing  with  you. 


-fS  OF  flO.Vf. 


A  portion  yf  The  ViI!»tcH*  Vi«w  jilcx  atect 
Ciich  month  to  a  list  o*  GiM^  of  Hcnur  and 
;  Memory  Many  cjroi4>s  and  indivKiuats 
elect  to  pay  irihtrte  to  oth•ff^  thiunph  this 
sensitive  meaninrihjl  .mil  h-  ipfiil 
medturn  This  Irmiure  u  horieluliy  de- 
sioneif  m  further  iKmnr.  with  t.ist^  in.-<  =•- 
s|>ecT  lliose  /.ho  nre  «in<l  have  l)f»en  sp..* 
cuii  to  our  special  friends 


THANK  YOr, 

PAS  I  OR  \M)  I  kll  \n 


With  Perseverance  •  James  1:2-15 


In  his  letter  to  the  diurches  of  Ga¬ 
latia,  Paul  repeatedly  made  the  point 
that  we  cannot  earn  our  salvation. 
We  can  qever  do  enough  good  works 
to  merit  the  God  of  all  creation  leav¬ 
ing  the  glories  of  heaven,  lowering 
Himself  to  become  man,  and  dying 
on  the  crties  for  our  sins.  Salvation 
comes  only  by  faith  in  Jesus.  THEN, 
as  James  explains  in  his  letter,  be¬ 
cause  of  our  faith,  good  works  will  be 
a  natural  outgrow^  of  our  Christian 
Uvea.  In  other  words,  we  will  not  Just 
talk  the  talk.  We  wiU  walk  the  wallL 

James  reveals  six  characteristics 
of  the  Christian  life.  In  this  series,  we 
will  study  the  characteristics  of  Mrse- 
verance,  obedience,  control,  sum^- 
sion,  anticipation,  and  works.  How¬ 
ever,  before  we  begin  our  study  on 
perseverance,  let’s  consider  the  his¬ 
torical  context  of  James’  letter. 

Important  to  note  is  the  fact  that 
there  were  five  men  named  James  in 
the  New  Testament.  James,  the  son  of 
Zebedee  and  brother  of  John,  was  an 
apo6tle..,James,  the  son  of  Alpbaeus 
was  also  an  apostle.  James  the  Less 
was  the  son  of  a  woman  named  Mary 
but  not  Jesus’  mother.  An  apostle 
named  Judas,  but  not  Judas  lanriot, 
was  the  son  of  a  man  named  James. 

The  fifth  James  appears  to  have 
been  the  oldest  of  Jesus’  younger 
brothers  (Mt.  13:55.  Mk.  6:3}.  James 
did  not  bM»me  a  believer  during  Je¬ 


sus’  life  on  earth.  I  can  only  imagine 
bow  hard  it  must  have  been  for  James 
and  hia  brothers  to  beUeve  their  big 
brother  was  the  Messiah.  However, 
following  his  resurrectioa,  the  Lord 
appeared  to  James  and  changed  his 
life  (1  Co.  15:7).  Also,  one  commentary 
mentions  that  Jesus’  other  brothers 
^dso  became  beUevers  and  missionar¬ 
ies  (l  Cor.  9:5).  While  not  without  ar¬ 
gument,  manv  reco^ze  Jesus’  broth¬ 
er  James  as  the  author  of  the  epistle. 

Following  his  conversion,  James 
quickly 
became  a 
leader  in 
the  ear 
c  h  u  r  c 
and  in  the 
Council  of 
Jerusalem. 

In  Acts  15, 
we  read  of 
James  me¬ 
diating  the 
disagreement  about  circumcision  be¬ 
tween  Paul  and  Peter  and  settling  the 
argument  with  his  authoritative  ptlg- 
ment.  Also,  James  restdved  another 
conflict  in  Acts  21.  One  commentary 
author  writes  that  James  was  a  “me¬ 
diating  voice  in  the  church.*  Another 
commentary  records,  “Both  Paul  and 
Acts  TOrtray  a  James  who  was  person¬ 
ally  devoted  to  Jewish  tradition  but 
flexilde  enough  to  modify  it  to  admit 


non-Jewa  into  Christian  feUowship.* 
The  traditional  view  is  that  James 
became  the  leader  of  the  Jerusalem 
diurch. 

Romans,  vdio  had  been  perse¬ 
cuting  the  Jews,  expded  them  from 
Rome  during  the  reim  of  Ckudius 
(A.D.  41-54).  Persecution  also  inten¬ 
sified  against  Christians.  James,  the 
brother  of  John,  was  put  to  deatii  by 
Herod  th^  Great’s  grandson  Herod 
Agrippa.  Under  Nero  (A.D.  54-68), 
Pete^and  Paul  were  killed.  Aewrding 
to  Hhrtorian 
Justo  Gon¬ 
zalez,  James 
was  killed  in 
A.D.  62. 

In  1:1, 

James  re¬ 
veals  his  au¬ 
dience,  “the 
twelve  tribes 
who  are 

dispersed 
abroad....'  Long  before  Jesus’  birth, 
Jews  were  leaving  Palestine.  By  the 
time  of  the  earlv  church,  Jews  were 
scattered  throu^out  the  Roman  &n- 
pire.  These  Jewish  Christians  were 
known  as  the  Jewish  Diaspora  or 
dispersion.  James  was  writing  to  the 
Jewish  Diaspora. 

Unlike  Paul,  James  did  not  write 
to  address  theological  issues.  Instud, 
James  wrote  his  mer  to  Jetvish  Chris¬ 


tians,  far  and  wide,  as  a  moral  appeal. 
He  taught  his  readers  that  salution 
through  faith  in  Jesus  is  lifo-chang- 
inf,  and  that  radical  change  should  be 
evident  in  how  the  Christian  lives. 

According  to  James,  perseverance 
is  an  attribute  of  a  ratUcally  changed 
life  in  Christ.  James  csUm  onnis 
readers  to  view  trials  as  a  means  to  a 
mature  faith.  When  facing  life’s  chal¬ 
lenges,  he  encouraged  foem  to  ask 
God  for  wisdom,  reminded  his  readcM 
that  the  things  of  this  earth  are  tem¬ 
poral  but  that  the  life  given  by  Jesus  is 
eternal,  and  pointed  out  that  oelievers 
must  guard  against  sin. 

In  a  world  gone  crazy,  I  believe  that 
we  must  persevere  as  we  live  our  lives 
as  radically  saved  Christians.  We  can 
learn  a  great  deal  from  James  because 
his  letter  reminds  us  of  four  truths. 
God  uses  the  trials  of  life  to  mature 
the  faith  of  believers.  Believers  can 
confidently,Mk  for  God  to  provide 
them  with  Ms  wisdom.  BeUevers  can 
endure  the  trials  of  this  life,  knovnng 
that  eternal  life  with  the  loving  Father 
awaits  them.  Believers  must  guard 
against  allowing  life’s  trials  to  entice 
them  into  sin. 

McGraw  is  a  NAMB-endorsed 
chaplain  at  Louisiana  State  Peni¬ 
tentiary  and  member  of  Wopdoille 
Church,  WoodvUle.  * 


A  Prayer  of  Praise  •  Matthew  6:9b;  Psalm  96:1-9 


Last  week  we  focused  on  God  as  our 
Father.  This  week,  we  focus  on  the  na¬ 
ture  of  His  name  and  our  attitude  to¬ 
wards  God  as  we  pray.  Matthew  6:9b 
reads,  “Our  Father  which  art  in  heav¬ 
en,  HaUowed  be  thy  name,“  (KJV). 
The  word  in  this  verse  translated  “hal¬ 
lowed,"  is  the  Greek  word  for  Holy 
and  is  a  verb  with  the  nu-^ming  that 
we  ask  the  Father  to  make  His  name 
Holy.  Not  a  simple  statement  of  God’s 
natiue,  it  is  a  request  of  the  one  pray¬ 
ing  for  God  to  honor  His  own  name. 

For  HU  children  to  call  on  God 
when  we  need  something  U  natural. 
God  certainly  invites  us  to  come  to 
Him  with  our  requests  and  petitions 
(PhiUppUns  s:6  K.IV).  We  should, 
however,  consider  what  God  wants  as 
wdl.  The  first  request  in  the  Model 
Prayer  U  a  petition  for  God’s  name  to 
be  honored  as  holy.  We  are  to  bring 
our  requests  to  Him  and  seek  an  an¬ 
swer  that  brings  honor  and  ^ory  to 
God. 

Our  prayers  should  be  driven  by 
the  desin  to  honor  God.  Jesus  taught 
us,  HU  disciples  how  to  pray,  and  He 
began  with  our  praylim  for  God  to 
honor  HU  own  name.  Snore  we  ask 
for  what  we  need,  or  even  for  HU  will 
to  be  done,  Jesus  taught  that  we  be¬ 
gin  with  praise  to  God.  Psalm  96:1-3 


reads,  “O  sing  unto  the  LORD  a  new 
song:  sing  unto  the  LORD,  all  the 
earth.  Sing  unto  the  LORD,  bless  hU 
name;  shew  forth  hU  salvation  from 
day  to  day.  Declare  hU  glory  among 
the  heathra,  hU  wonders  among  afi 
people,“(KJV). 

As  we  pray  and  as  we  live,  we  de- 
dare  amoi^  the  lost  the  gloty  of  God. 
The  Psalmist  wrote  that  we  must  show 
HU  salva¬ 
tion  daily 


and  declare 
hU  wonders 
to  everyone. 

As  we 
let  us 
with 

to  God  and 
then  obey 
thU  com¬ 
mand  by 

sharing  HU  salvation  with  the  lost 
who  nM  to  hear  it.  Our  declaration  of 
praise  U  both  to  God  and  about  Him. 
Jesus  tau^t  us  to  pray  asking  that 
the  Father  honors  His  own  name,  and 
God’s  word  demands  that  we  also  hon¬ 
or  HU  name  to  the  heathen.  Since  the 
Garden  of  Eden,  when  Satan  tempted 
Adam  and  Eve  to  question  God’s  vrnrd, 
we  have  been  temped  to  question  Goa 
and  stand  leas  than  firm  on  HU  word. 


As  we  pray  to  the  Father,  let  us  express 
our  futii  m  HU  name  and  may  we  hon¬ 
or  it  to  the  world. 

God's  splendor  and  mafesty  call  us 
to  honor  Him.  Psalm  96:4-6  reads, 
“For  the  LORD  U  great,  and  meetly 
to  be  praised:  he  U  to  be  feared  above 
aO  gods.  For  all  the  gods  of  the  na¬ 
tions  are  idoU:  but  the  LORD  made 
the  heavens.  Honour  and  mgjesty  are 
before  him: 
strength 
and  beaufy 
are  in  his 

s  for  Life  | 

KickHenson  ***>“ 

our  prayers, 

let  us  praise 
the  Lord 
who  made 
everything. 

ThU  verse  states  that  He  U  grMt,  and 
He  U  to  be  praised  greatly. 

Psalm  100:4  commands,  ‘Enter 
into  hU  gates  with  thanksgiving,  and 
into  hU  courts  with  praise:  be  mnk- 
fril  unto  him,  and  Sless  hU  name,“ 
(KJV).  Min  our  prayers  be  filled  with 
praise  and  thsnkastving  to  the  giver 
of  salvation.  How  better  to  begin  our 
prayers  than  aeknovdedging  HU  hoU- 
naas  and  greatness? 


All  parts  of  our  lives  are  to  be  an  cd- 
fering  that  honors  God,  including  our 
prayers. 

Psalm  96:7-9  teaches,  “Give  unto 
the  LORD,  O  ye  kindreds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  give  unto  the  LORD  dory  and 
strength.  Give  unto  the  LORD  the  gfo- 
ry  due  unto  hU  name:  bring  an  offeting 
and  come  into  hU  courts.  O  worship 
the  LORD  in  the  beauty  of  holiness: 
fear  before  him,  all  the  earth,“  (UY). 
What  doM  God  ask  from  us?  What  un 
we  give  to  God  that  He  needs?  Noth¬ 
ing,  yet  He  asks  that  we  give  Him  the 
glory  due  HU  name,  and  that  we  wor¬ 
ship  Him  in  the  brauty  of  holiness, 
nie  Hebrew  word  here  transUted  ho¬ 
liness,  U  the  Old  Testament  equiva¬ 
lent  of  the  New  Testament  word  for 
saint,  sanctified,  and  hallowed. 

The  lost  need  to  hear  that  God  is 
the  Lord,  and  that  all  will  one  day  an¬ 
swer  to  Him.  Psalm  96:10  reads,  ’Vay 
among  the  heathen  that  the  LORD 
reigneth:  the  world  also  shall  be  es¬ 
tablished  that  it  shall  not  be  moved: 
he  shall  judge  the  people  righteously,* 
(KJV).  As  we  pray,  let  us  pray  that 
God  shares  through  ua  HU  power  agd 
righteousness  to  &  lost. 

Henson  is  a  member  of  Meadow 
Orove  Ckurek,  Brandon. 
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Chinese  religious 
repression  nsing 


rapidly,  report  says 

WASHINGTON  (BP)— Cbris'  nok^  a*  a  repression  tooL 
tkns  and  ethnic  minorities  are  U3.  Senator  Marco  Rubio 
living  a  nightmare  in  China  (R.-FL),  die  CEOC  chair,  said 
under  Presidait  Xi  Jinpii&  as  the  ctadcdown  on  rehs^  in 
documented  in  a  coogreesmial  particular,  throtigh  tne  in- 
commission  report  released  creased  seem  otthe  United 
OcLio.  Front  Woix  Department  in 

Jinping’s  anmerdful  pro-  overseeing  relipoas  afbits, 
nam  to  ‘Siniciae*  rdq^  underscores  ‘the  party's  en- 
mto  a  govermnent-cQtttroOed  during  fear  th  it  the  growdi  of 
framework,  marginaliie  ethnic  rehgi^  belief  is  a  threat  to  its 
minorities  including  Uyghur  grip  em  power.* 

Muslims,  and  redefine  human  A  political  prisoner  data- 
rights  intensified  in  2018  and  base,  polttical  prisemers  of 
made  life  a  nightmare  fcir  dvfl-  particular  coneerm  and  recom- 
ians,  U.S.  Re^  and  commis-  mendations  for  the  adminis- 
sion  ceMhair  Oiris  Smith  (R.-  tratkm  of  U.S.  Donald  Triimp 
NJ.)aaid  in  releasing  the  2018  and  the  United  Nations  are 
Annual  Report  of  die  Congres-  induded  In  the  report  Former 
sioiud-Executive  Commimon  '  political  prisrHier  and  ettnic 
on  China  (CECQ.  uysfaur  Reidya  Kadeer,  who 

The  fun  report  and  is  avail-  Am  China  in  200$  after  secur- 
aUe  at  oeccjgov.  ing  a ‘compassionah' release* 

‘If  you  don't  comport  widi  frm  prison,  was  among  au- 
the  Cesnmunist  Party  principle  dimee  members  Rubio  and 
about  eveijthiM  you  do  to  die  Smitb  said  had  been  person- 
ideology  of  XiJmpinm  you  are  aO;^  and  tragically  aftcc^ 
gmng  to  be  arrerierC  you  are  China’s  oppr^on. 
going  to  be  tortured,  and  in  '  Under  Jinping,  China  is 
many  cases  you  are  going  to  be  more  aggressive  at  home  and 
kille^  Smim  said.  abroad,  tne  CROC  said  in  sum- 

*When  Bibles  are  burned  marizing  ibi  findings, 
and  Tibetan  monks  burned  'We  see  an  ascendant  and 
themselves  in  protests,  when  increasingly  aiarrssli  r  China, 
a  simple  prayer  over  a  seddrig  to  take  eanter  stage  in 

in  public  me^  be  considered  the  work),  and  in  to  doit^  de¬ 
file^  rdignus  gathering,  termined  to  shape  new  ^obal 
whra  moadues  and  cfauithea  norma  on  developnieiit,  trade, 
are  demolisned  in  Uyghur  and  the  internet,  ana  even  miman 
Kuakh  MuaUms  are  forced  to  rights,*  the  CEOC  said.  *AD 
denounce  their  fiuth,*  Smith  the  while,  the  fundamental 
said,  "the  China  dream  is  a  authoritaifen  character  of  Chi- 
nmtmare  for  miOfons  upon  na's  political  system  remains 

mlllM'mm  - **  * 


Upcoming  movies  may  sway 
opinions  in  abortion  debate 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  A  trio  of  producers  from  using  the  plat-  and  it  would  be  foolish  not 
fotthooming  movies,  led  by  form  to  raise  money,  according  to  continue.* 

Gosnell  that  opened  Oct  12,  to  news  media  reportB.  The  movie  Roe  v.  Wade  be- 

could  influence  Americana’  Nevertheless,  Gosnell  (rated  gan  filming  carliar  this  year, 
thinking  (m  abortion,  pro-life  PG-13  fisr  retdistic  i«npMg»  according  to  media  reports, 
actiyista  and  Christian  movie  and  violent  images)  is  *a  must-  and  reportedly  has  had  crew 
critica  have  said.  watch  for  anyone  who  wants  members  resign  over  the  film’s 

Oirietiaiia  *have  been  behind  to  undeietana  the  ewitroverey  pro-life  content.  Unplanned  00- 
the  Gun-e.  and  we’re  Juri  now  over  abortion  in  America,^  writers  and  co-directots  Chuck 
starting  In  reaiiae  the  impor-  Christian  film  critic  Midiael  gimaelman  amf  Cary  Solomon 
tance*  of  promoting  the  sane-  Foust  told  Baptist  Pteat  (BP).  who  alao  oo-wrote  the  movie, 
tity  of  unborn  hfethrou^  film,  ‘ItdoesamatjobspotUgfat-  God’s  Not  Dead,  "  ' 
Christian  filmmaker  ana  media  ing  a  group  of  heroic  pro-dwice  lywood  Reporter 
consultant  Phil  Cooke  of  Bur-  proaecutora  who  did  what  was  ing  for  oppositk 
bank,  Ca.,  told  Bantist  Press.  right  in  bringing  the  case,*  said  nears  teleaae. 

The  potential  impact  of  the  Foust,  a  ChiMianfeniily  author  Deniitesuchi 

movie  Gomdl  is  indicated  by  and  pramoler  who  covers  en-  life  fihnmakers 

1 —  *.  j - 1 - .1—  tertamment  for  several  Baptist  tinue  to  share _ 

state  newspapers,  *but  it  also  stories,  said  Cooke,  author 
does  sonuithtng  more  impor-  The  Way  Bade:  How  Christiaiis 
tant  by  educating  the  pmAic  New  Our  Credibility  and  How 
about  abortion  procedures  and  We  Get  It  Back, 
abortioa  laws.  *You  get  this  dr^,  dim,  drip 

*Yes,  what  Kennit  Gosnell  in  our  culture  today*  of  news 
did  was  illegal  and  horrific  —  reports  and  entertainment  aug- 
snipping  the  spinal  cords  of  ba-  greling  that  ‘even  up  to  the  last 
hies  —  hot  let’s  not  forget  that  mbnite,  abortion  should  hap- 
•econd-  and  tUrd-tnmester  pen,*  Cooke  said.  Whfa  ’’toe 
abortioas  take  place  in  dinics  aocumulatioo*  of  audi  media 
every  day  in  toe  US.,*  Foust  contmt,  ‘There’s  no  wonder  we 
said  in  written  comments.  see  toe  (fiiection  In  our  cidtiire 
'They  remain  legal  Doctors  laiadlng  toe  wire  it  la.* 


should  COD' 


millioos  of  Chinese  dtfrens.*  toe  same.' 

The  405-page  report  cover-  Rubio  commended  Chinese 
ing  a  one-year  span  endiiM  in  pastors  and  lay  leaders  who 
September  dociunents  'im-  signed  a  *ioiiit  dedaratioo  for 
precedentedrepresaionafeto-  toe  sake  of  the  Christian  feith* 
nic  minorities*  in  toe  Xinjiang  in  August  and  stated  *their 
IN^iur  Autonomous  Radon;  wilHrafass  to  bear  aD  loaaes’ 
'dramatic  increases*  in  Com-  induding  freedom  and  life, 
munist  Party  control  of  gov-  More  than  400  have  signed  toe 
eminent,  sodety  and  busing  statement  vdiich  remains  ac- 
and  toe  increased  use  of  tech-  live,  Rubio  said. 


i  ha  credibility. 


FORMER  PRISONER  —  flstlive  Kadaar  (standing  saoond  from 
rigfilli  an  sthnic  Umfiur  and  former  pofttical  prisonar  who  fled 
China  in  2006  after  aerving  six  yaert  in  priaon.  wea  formaNy 
recogniied  when  toe  Congieaaionef  EMsemive  Commiaaion  on 
China  lelaand  its  20W  Annual  Raport  Oct.  10.  At  the  podium 
are  U.S.  Hepreaereeiive  Chrie  SmWi  (feft)  and  US.  Senalor 
.MMQBJH«a-oqminlpaipf\«»fba(rA'idcbair.oaapacai»e(y. 


